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FOREWORD 


This  CHECKLISTS  document  complements  the  POLICY 
STATEMENT  entitled,  Living  In  the  Community:  Encouraging 
Adequate  Public  Transportation  Links,  which  was  prepared  by 
the  Alberta  Interdepartmental  Working  Group  on  Accessible 
Transportation. 

It  is  intended  for  use  by  policy  makers  and  planners  at  every  level 
of  government,  to  ensure  that  public  transportation  needs  are  fully 
considered  before  programs  are  implemented. 

Please  note  that  both  documents  are  available  on  the  Alberta 
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INTRODUCTION 


This  CHECKLISTS  document  complements  the  POLICY 
STATEMENT  entitled,  Living  in  the  Community:  Encouraging 
Adequate  Public  Transportation  Links,  which  was  prepared  by 
the  Alberta  Interdepartmental  Working  Group  on  Accessible 
Transportation. 

The  Working  Group  was  formed  with  a  mandate  to  prepare  a 
policy  statement  on  the  implications,  for  accessible  public 
transportation  services,  of  the  general  move  to  community  based 
living  -  particularly  in  the  regionalized  social  service  and  health- 
care sectors. 

While  capacities,  self  determination,  and  citizen  inclusion  are  all 
terms  used  to  describe  the  crucial  characteristics  required  of 
communities  as  they  prepare  to  enter  the  21^*  century, 
participation  in  community  life  is  often  restricted  by  the  individual's 
level  of  mobility.  The  shift  to  community  based  services  has  been 
generally  successful  in  Alberta;  but  these  services  are  sometimes 
planned  and  implemented  without  sufficient  consideration  being 
given  to  the  transportation  needs  of  the  clients. 

The  CHECKLISTS  outline  key  areas  to  consider  when  introducing 
a  new  program,  or  altering  an  existing  service.  These  key  areas 
are  further  developed  into  specific  questions  and  formulae  to 
address  the  realities  of  transportation  demand  associated  with 
developing  and  delivering  community  based  services  across 
Alberta. 

The  questions  in  the  CHECKLISTS  are  meant  to  be  a  starting 
point  in  planning  transportation  needs  for  community  programs. 
Additional  questions  may  need  to  be  added  to  the  CHECKLISTS 
document  depending  upon  the  unique  needs  of  the  services  to  be 


delivered,  the  community's  current  transportation  system  and  the 
target  population. 

The  CHECKLISTS  are  intended  for  use  by  policy  makers  and 
planners  at  every  level  of  government  to  ensure  that  public 
transportation  needs  are  fully  considered  before  programs  are 
implemented. 

IMPORTANT  CAVEAT:  It  should  be  noted  that  both  the 
POLICY  STATEMENT  and  this  document  are  intended  only 
to  ensure  that  accessible  transportation  needs  are  fully  taken 
into  account  when  future  programs  and  services  are 
developed.  Neither  has  additional  funding  related  to  it  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  any  concerns  that  might  be  raised 
about  existing  programs  or  services. 
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THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  TRANSPORTATION 


Because  transportation  is  a  key  link  in  achieving  full  participation 
in  community  life,  it  is  imperative  that  transportation  planning  is 
considered  as  part  of  overall  service  delivery. 

Several  transportation  options  may  be  available  in  some 
communities,  while  in  others,  the  options  are  few  or  non-existent. 
The  following  CHECKLISTS  can  be  used  as  a  planning  tool  in 
identifying  the  transportation  requirements  of  a  program  or 
service,  and  the  available  options.  Users  of  these  CHECKLISTS 
may  include  policy  makers,  program  planners,  service  planners, 
and  budget  staff,  with: 

•  government  departments  and  agencies; 

•  health-care,  educational,  social-service  and  social-housing 
delivery  organizations; 

•  municipalities; 

•  service  providers;  and 

•  individuals  as  they  think  about  the  level  of  mobility  they  require 
of  a  particular  community. 

Additional  information  and  guidance  can  be  found  in  the 
document  LET'S  PLAN  ON  IT!  A  Guide  to  Providing 
Transportation  Services  in  Rural  Areas  for  Seniors  and 
Persons  with  Disabilities  (Alberta  Transportation  and  Utilities; 
April  1996). 

There  are  five  CHECKLISTS: 

I  Background  Planning; 

II  Transportation  Requirements; 

III  Availability  of  Transportation  Services; 

IV  Requirements  versus  Availability; 

V  Funding  Requirements. 
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